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Through fostering a collegial therapeutic environment, all students will be
given the opportunity to gain the knowledge and skills that will allow them to
experience success in their emotional and behavioral challenges as well as
success through academic achievement.

NEW STAFF AT GBA
Some new years bring new surprises and changes! This year we added two
new staff members to our Green Brook Academy team, Mr. Robinson and
Mr. Howard. Mr. Robinson joined Ms. Moyers homeroom as our newest
paraprofessional. He comes from Bayonne, NJ, with a Bachelor’s Degree in
sociology from William Paterson University. Mr. Robinson has a background
in sports that helps him relate to many of our students. He has a very quiet
demeanor that is pretty settling within an environment that can be very
chaotic. Students have taken to Mr. Robinson’s style very quickly and
respond well to his approach. We appreciate his help, especially his ability to
support the most vulnerable students to make them feel safe and connected
on a daily basis.
As well as assistance in class with academics and behavioral support, Mr.
Robinson participates in activities such as Phys. ED., bowling, field trips and
other essential duties. When students are in need of a brief time out or just to
gain composure, they have the opportunity to remain in class and work
it through with the support of additional staff. We look forward to the
upcoming year to be as exciting as the beginning. This has been a great
start to a new year filled with promise.
Mr. Howard also joined our GBA staff this year as our new art teacher.
Mr. Howard is a graduate of Plainfield High School. He continued his
education at Stockton University where he graduated with a degree in
Visual Art. Mr. Howard has implemented new art styles into his class,
which has fascinated and intrigued our students very much. During the
beginning of this school year, our students have been working on Visual
Art Integration Elements and Principles. We are excited to see what else
Mr. Howard brings to our school and art room!
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MEET OUR INTERNS
Pictured from left to right:
Ms. Sysyn – This is my first year as an intern
at Green Brook Academy! I am a senior at
Rutgers University in the Social Work
Program and will be graduating with my
Bachelor’s Degree in May. Starting at the end
of May, I will begin my Master’s Degree in
Social Work where I will hopefully be placed
in another school setting. Green Brook
Academy has exceeded my expectations of
what I could’ve asked for in an internship,
with the hands-on experience and guidance
from staff. I am excited to continue my Social
Work career and to learn more along the way!
Ms. Geist – This is my second school year as an intern at Green Brook Academy! I am now a second year
Graduate student at Rutgers University in the Social Work Program. I will be graduating this May with my
Master’s Degree and a certificate in Promoting Child and Adolescent Well-Being. After graduation my goal
is to become a School Social Worker, hopefully working with adolescents. I love school settings but Green
Brook Academy has been my favorite placement by far! I Am excited to continue my academic journey here
with our amazing staff and students.
Ms. Howard – I am a first year traditional MSW student. I plan to take the clinical route in social work to
work with at-risk children and adolescents. In the future I plan to open a non-profit that offers mental health
counseling and resources for individuals in underprivileged communities.

A NOTE FROM THE SCHOOL NURSE
Student’s completed a unit on Drugs and Alcohol to
commiserate Red Ribbon Week celebrated the last week
of October. Each student was assigned a drug, alcohol, or
related topic to research. Once they gathered their
information, they planned how they would deliver their
oral presentation. They also made poster papers to go
along with their presentations. The result was great.
Students presented their topic to their classmates using a
method of their choice. Some chose a power point, a
poster with facts or drawings, and others used notes on
index cards. All their choices were good ones and the
presentations were beyond my expectations. Kudos to all
of you—great job everyone!
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Unfortunately, flu season is upon us. Remember you may receive
a flu shot to help protect you. If you do get a flu shot and happen
to still get the flu, the severity will not be as great as if you did not
have the shot. It is recommended that if you have any respiratory
condition or are debilitated that you receive the shot. Eating well,
getting adequate sleep and hand washing will help you stay
healthy.
Please remember if your child
has a fever, please keep them home until they are 24 hours fever free
without the use of a fever reducer. Please keep in mind, if your child
develops a fever while at school, you will be asked to come to school to
take them home. Please be sure that you have a plan in case I need to
ask you to do so. Also be sure that all phone numbers are up to date. If
you need to update your contact numbers, please call me to do so.
As always, you may contact me if you have any questions or concerns
throughout the school year.
Stay Healthy,
Ms. B
Diane Bartiromo, RN, MS, CSN
School Nurse
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NEW YEAR, NEW GYM EQUIPMENT
The physical education classroom has added two new billiards
pool tables to the gymnasium this year. Students are practicing
and getting ready for a pool tournament coming up! So far our
school year has been full of plyometric drills and non-traditional
games played by the students such as Pickleball and Speedball!
Students also participated in the Fitness Gram where they had to
push their limits physically and mentally.

GBA’S STRUCTED LEARNING EXPERINCES PROGRAM!
During this school year at Green Brook Academy we will be starting a new program called the Structured
Learning Experience. This program will offer students the opportunity to gain valuable career experiences
with local community partners. Mr. Brown, a Teacher of Students with Disabilities, will be our new SLE
Coordinator starting this upcoming January!
One of the most important goals of SLE is for
every student to develop the work attitudes that
will get them hired and will help them succeed on
any job. Students could potentially earn credits for
this experience based on their performance and
attendance in their field of placement.

SPIKE’S FAVORITE TREATS
Did you know… raspberries and strawberries are
good for bearded dragons as long as it’s eaten in
moderation? In fact, fruits should comprise a
small portion of a bearded dragon’s diet. Bearded
dragons must eat fruit to stay healthy! At the
beginning of this school year we learned Spike
loves to eat raspberries and strawberries as a
sweet treat. When he finishes eating them it
looks like he has little red lips. Be sure to go visit
Spike at his new home in Building 4!
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GBA STAFF SPOTLIGHT
The Green Brook Academy Staff Spotlight goes out to our staff members who have been employed with
us for five, fifteen, twenty and twenty-five years. Pictured from left to right: Ms. Motzel, our
principal, will be here for 25 years in March 2020. Ms. Bartolotti, one of our School Social Workers, has
been here for 20 years as of this month. Ms. Tarazi has been here 5 years as of this past September 2019.
She is also one of our School Social Workers and our Intake Advisor. AND Mr. Binkley our School
Maintenance Worker, has been here for 15 years as of January 2019. Thank you, all of you, for the
amazing work you do in support of our staff and students!!!

HOORAY WINTER BREAK IS HERE. We will begin Winter Recess on
December 23rd and GBA will be closed until January 1st. We hope
everyone has a happy and healthy holiday season and a relaxing winter
break. Our classes will resume on Thursday, January 2nd. We look
forward to seeing you in the New Year!

