
Through fostering a collegial therapeutic environment, all students will be 
given the opportunity to gain the knowledge and skills that will allow them to 
experience success in their emotional and behavioral challenges as well as 

success through academic achievement. 

Senior Fire Dept. Visit 
As one of our senior 

students was approaching 
graduation a few staff 
members were trying to come 
up with a plan for his future. 
The student is an extremely 
hard-working and diligent 
person, but academics were 
not his strong suit.  As a result, 
we were exploring career 
options for someone in his 
position. 

After some discussion, the 
student disclosed that he lives 
right down the street from his 
local fire house. Interestingly, 
it turns out two GBA staff 
members have a connection to 
the firefighter profession. Both the custodian, Mr. Binkley, as well as one of the 
para-professionals, Mr. Bogart, belong to their local fire departments.   

They explained to the student that being a firefighter can be a very rewarding 
job. You can serve and protect the life and property of the community. Additionally, 
you can be a role model for children and meet some life-long “brothers” in the 
process.  

On June 6th, the trio took a trip to Mr. Binkley’s local firehouse. The student got 
a chance to see all of the gear, look at all of the turnout gear, and learn the different 
uses of the trucks and all the functions of the tools. The student got a chance to sit 
in the driver’s seat of the engine. Just as we were set to leave, an alarm activation 
came in and the student was able to see Mr. Binkley and his fellow firefighters put 
their gear on, and respond to the call. 
 

Green Brook Academy 
Newsletter 

 June, 2018  

 
 

Everybody 

is a 

SOMEBODY! 



2 

Hiking Trip for Reward  
The basis of Green Brook Academy’s behavior management program is to foster a learning 
environment that promotes the social, emotional and academic growth and well-being for all 
students. The staff at Green Brook 
Academy is committed to supporting the 
students in achieving these objectives by 
clearly defining the school rules and 
utilizing the Green Brook Academy 
point system to closely monitor both the 
positive and negative behaviors. 
Through this point system, students have 
learn that their behaviors have a direct 
impact on immediate and long-term 
goals. In order to reinforce the positive 
behaviors, the students exhibit through 
the behavior modification program, 
special activities and food are utilized as 
incentives as part of the Green Brook 
Academy behavior modification 
program.  

One of the most recent reward 
trips was the hiking trip at Round Valley 
Reservoir in Lebanon, NJ. The students 
enjoyed hiking around the water, 
skipping rocks, watching the fish swim, 
following the trails through the woods 
and observe nature at its finest.    
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New Jersey State Theatre  
     In early April we had the privilege of taking 

some students to the New Jersey State theatre in New 
Brunswick to see Black Violin. This was an 
AMAZING performance of 2 musicians using 
ordinary violins to play classical music while 
incorporating it with today’s music. Black violin is a 
classically-trained duo made up of Kevin “Kev 
Marcus” Sylvester and Wilner “Will B” Baptiste. 
Both are from Fort Lauderdale, Florida. The two men 
first met playing in the high school orchestra. 
Classically trained by day, but at night they put on 
their headphones and listened to the hottest rap 
records. After graduating college, they joined forces 
as hip hop studio musicians before returning to their 
roots. Together they fused classical music and hip 
hop (also jazz, funk, and bluegrass) into their own 

distinctive style. They named themselves after an 
album, Black Violin, by jazz violinist Stuff Smith, 
whose music transformed their idea of what a violin 
could do. In 2005, Black Violin won the “Amateur 
Night at the Apollo” competition. Since then, they 
have performed in 49 states and 36 countries as far 
away as Dubai, Prague and South Africa. They have 
even played for President Obama and the troops in 
Iraq. Individually and together, they have 
collaborated with musicians including Alicia Keys, 
P. Diddy, Kanye West, Tom Petty, Aerosmith, 
Aretha Franklin, and the Eagles. This is a great 
show to go see with both family and friends and we 
all gave it a 5-star rating. 

 

Baby Chicks of GBA  
For many years the science 

classes with Ms. Moyer have hatched 
chicken eggs. There are several 
benefits to watching a live hatch 
using an incubator. Students observe 
the baby chicks assisting each other 
to hatch successfully. Often times, 
the chicks will peck away at the 
others’ shell to help them hatch. 

Many questions come up that can 
be answered in “real time”. There are 
different stages of development and 
activity as soon as the babies hatch. 
The students make connections with 
the baby chicks, similar to a 

controlled environment in a study. The students have done an embryology project, 
“Hatching Chicks”, where they learned how the baby chicks developed from a single cell 
into an entire organism in just 21 days! 

The chick hatching program in Ms. Moyer’s science classes have been well received 
and the students are always excited! The staff get excited as well. Most of the students at 
GBA had never seen chicks hatch before. To many, the hatching process was a surprise. 
Many of the students help to take care of the temperature and humidity in the incubator to 
assure the eggs were safe. The chicks this year are all hens, female chickens. Some students 
are hoping to hatch roosters, male chickens, next year. 
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Even the Animals Find Comfort at Green Brook Academy  
It’s not every day that we have furry friends join us in the classroom, 
but at the closing of this school year, we have been graced by the 
presence of a cat and a few baby chicks. Oreo, the neighborhood cat, 
has grown a liking to GBA and has been observed following both 
student and staff around campus over the past few weeks. So much so, 
he has even attempted to follow Mr. Binkley inside! The students have 
had a positive response to Oreo.  
Although not furry, we cannot forget about Spike, GBA’s own 
Bearded Dragon! Spike has enjoyed the attention of the students this 
school year. He is always taken care of by the students. Some very 

helpful and caring students 
assist in maintaining his cage 
and making sure he has enough 
crickets and salad to eat.  
What you may not know about 
having animals in the learning 
environment, is that research 
indicates that animals have the promote social interaction and increase 

motivation and learning.  It has been reported that having an animal available for emotional support can 
provide a sense of calm and comfort for students as well as safety, bringing 
pleasure to the individual and diverting attention away stressful situations.  
In addition, developing bonds with animals can help an individual develop 
a better sense of self-worth, improve communication skills, stabilize 
emotions and self-regulate. It has been a pleasure watching our students 
interact with the animals. 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Gym  
 

Our students continue to 
respond well to gym 
classes. In the GBA gym 
settings, basketball, weight 
lifting and billiards draw 
the most attention. Our 

students are active and have learned new games and 
activities this year. We recently completed our Annual 
Billiards Tournament. One of our Senior students was 
the champion beating another student in a 7 game final! All classes participated in the 

tournament and the class champion and runner-
up advancing to an 8 player single elimination 
bracket.  
Flag football continued to garnish much 
attention, with 
many   of our 
students both 
boys and girls 

participating. 
Bowling was 
another popular 

activity and our students seemed to enjoy the weekly event to Bowlmor Lanes in Green 
Brook, NJ.  
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The Use of Film in Class 
Film can bring variety and flexibility to the language classroom by extending the range of teaching techniques 
and resources, helping students to develop all four communicative skills. For example, a whole film or 
sequence can be used to practice listening and reading, and as a model for speaking and writing. Film can also 
act as a springboard for follow-up tasks such as discussions, debates on social issues, role-plays, reconstructing 
a dialogue or summarizing. It is also possible to bring further variety to the language learning classroom by 
screening different. 

Mr. Greenfield’s Social Studies and Language Arts classes have been using films as a tool to improve narrative 
writing, critical thinking, and analytical skills. By utilizing the Close Caption feature, struggling readers can 
improve their reading skills as they view the film. Each film is viewed with a study guide that helps students 
understand the plot, characters and setting in a deeper way. Close reading activities assists students improve 
their critical thinking skills.  Additionally, students created mock Twitter and Facebook accounts to create 
post for characters in each film. Some films viewed this marking period were: The Lovely Bones, Malcolm 
X, Black Panther, The Color Purple, Glory, and Hidden Figures. 

 

The Girls of GBA Cooking 
The Girls of GBA added a Twist to Milk's Favorite 
Cookie! 
The girls of GBA put their culinary talent to work 
with Ms. Howard. They made rich, creamy 
delicious Oreo cookie balls. The bite size treats are 
now a GBA favorite. 

 

INGREDIENTS  

o 1 (16 ounce) packages Oreo cookies, crushed 
o 1 (8 ounce) packages cream cheese, softened 
o 1 (24 ounce) packages white chocolate bark 
o 1 (24 ounce) packages chocolate bark 

DIRECTIONS  

1. Using a blender or hand held mixer, mix Oreos and cream cheese together. 
2. Roll into walnut size balls. 
3. Chill for an hour. 
4. Melt approximately 3/4 package of white almond bark. 

 
DIRECTIONS 

5. Stick a toothpick in an Oreo ball and dip it in the melted white almond bark. 
6. Allow to harden on wax paper. 
7. Takes about 15 minute. 
8. While waiting, melt about 1/4 package of chocolate almond bark. 
9. When Oreo balls are no longer sticky to the touch, decorate with 

drizzles of chocolate and white almond bark.  
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A Note from the School Nurse 
Hi from the Health Office! GBA students worked very hard in health class this year. We covered 

many health areas from germs, substance abuse, the cardiac & digestive systems, 
nutrition, diabetes, asthma & allergies, first aid, and teen dating violence, just to 
mention a few with many other topics in between. I was amazed to see how many 
students were able to relate the topics covered to their own lives or family members 
lives, giving them a better understanding of how health affects their lives and how 
making good decisions can affect their wellbeing. Thank you to all my health 

students for making this school year fun and memorable. 
On another note looking forward, when you receive your beginning of the year school packet, please 
be sure to complete the medical sections in its entirety. Please do not leave blanks (ex: allergies-
write none or put a line). In the medication section please include ALL medications that your child 
is taking even if only administered at home. Please be sure to call the health office when there is a 
change in medication, dosage or frequency throughout the school year so we can update our files. 
If your child is medicated at school, please be sure to have new physician orders completed. These 
orders expire at the end of each school year. Parents also need to sign the form along with the 
physician completing the form. If your student has asthma, an Asthma Treatment form needs to be 
completed and an inhaler needs to be sent to school. ALL medications to be given in school needs a 
physician’s order and parent’s signature, along with the medication sent in the original container 
with the label. Inhalers should be sent to school in the box with label given by the pharmacy. 
Many students have physicals performed during the summer. Please obtain a copy and send to the 
health office. If your child may want to play a sport for GBA, be sure that the physician completes 
a Sports physical form. These physicals are valid for 365 days. If you would like a form, please call 
the health office or visit our website at www.greenbrookacademy.org. 
I will be in the health office from July 9 to August 3rd if you have any questions or concerns. Please 
call 732-469-5892 ext. 30 
Enjoy your summer! 
Diane Bartiromo, R.N. 
School Nurse 
 

Congratulations to our June Graduates! 
As the students graduate this June, the staff at Green Brook Academy would like to 
congratulate you on your hard work, dedication to your academic success and acknowledge 
the personal growth we have seen in each of you.  
Know that within each of you, the future is bright. You must look inside and decide what is 
good for you – only you know that. Always go back to what you have learned here at GBA 
and keep moving forward.  

 
Best Wishes to the Class of 2018!! 
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